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Here is an entertaining collection of John Muirâ€™s most exciting adventures, representing some of

his finest writing. From the famous avalanche ride off the rim of Yosemite Valley to his night spent

weathering a windstorm at the top of a tree to death-defying falls on Alaskan glaciers, the renowned

outdoorsmanâ€™s exploits are related in passages that are by turns exhilarating, unnerving,

dizzying, and outrageous.
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Lee Stetson, an actor who regularly has played Muir in Yosemite, compiled these 22 tales in this

very readable, short book which I obtained in Tuolumne meadows visitor center in Yosemite

National Forest. The Wild Muir has been on my  wish list for a long time, so glad I bought my copy in

the heart of Muir Territory, where one cannot escape some mention of his name in the many trails

and areas he regularly trekked through. What a nice backyard, I constantly repeated to myself while

hiking several days at Tuolumne! Every twist and turn of the trails revealed a new, pristine vista that

the best panoramic camera could not capture. I felt like I needed a 360 degree camera to capture

the beauty of this place, but I don't think anybody makes those these days! Muir expressed these

same feelings when he writes: "Pursuing my lonely way down the valley, I turned again and again to

gaze on the glorious picture, throwing up my arms to inclose it as in a frame. After long ages of

growth in the darkness beneath the glaciers, through sunshine and storms, it seemed now to be

ready and waiting for the elected artist, like yellow wheat for the reaper; and I could not help wishing

that I were that artist. I had to be content, however, to take it into my soul." It was here in Tuolumne



and Yosemite that Muir would gather those who shared his desire to preserve this wilderness area

like Theodore Roosevelt and others, and thankfully, they did just that. The waters still as clear as

crystal, teeming still with trout. Muir's "scootchers" began as a child in Dunbar, Scotland, his

mountaineering prowess seemingly inbred, though his brother David, seems not to have shared the

same level of fearfulness.
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